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RECEPTION 6.00 – 6.45 

PART 1

Welcome - Chairman 6.45 – 6.55 
Student Representative  6.55 – 7.00
Wikipedia Representative  7.00 - 7.05
Tamil Computing Representative 7.05 - 7.10

PART 2

Fiction Award 7.10 – 7.15
Non-Fiction Award 7.15 – 7.25
Poetry Award 7.25 – 7.30
Information Technology In Tamil Award 7.30 – 7.40
Student Scholarship Award 7.40 - 7.50

PART 3

Introduction of Ambai by Dr. M. A. Nuhman 7.50 – 8.00
IYAL AWARD to Ambai (Dr. C. S. Lakshmi) 8.00 – 8.05
Acceptance Speech by Ambai 8.05 – 8.25

Vote of thanks 8.25 – 8.30

jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;
T a m i l  L i t e r a r y  G a r d e n

Lifetime Achievement Award
24 May 2009

Programme
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dba jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;> fy;tpahsu;fs;> 

vOj;jhsu;fs;> thrfu;fs;> tpku;rfu;fs;> nfhilahsu;fspd; 

MjuTld; 2001k; Mz;L nuhnwhd;Nuhtpy;   

Muk;gpf;fg;gl;lJ. 

,e;j ,af;fj;jpd; nghJthd Nehf;fk; cyfnkq;Fk; gue;jpUf;Fk; 

jkpio tsu;g;gjhFk;. jkpo;> Mq;fpy E}y;fis nkhopngau;g;gJ> 

mupa jkpo; E}y;fis kPs; gjpg;G nra;tJ> jkpo; gl;liwfs; 

elj;JtJ> E}yfq;fSf;F ,ytrkhf jkpo; E}y;fs; mspg;gJ> 

jkpo; Nritahsu;fSf;F tpUJfs; toq;FtJ Nghd;wit 

,jDs; mlq;Fk;.

Founded in 2001, the Tamil Literary Garden is a Toronto-based
organization committed to promoting the development of 
literature in Tamil internationally. Its mandate includes creative
writing, translations, book releases, awards, conferences, and
workshops.

Tamil Literary Garden
Rm. 305, Larkin Building

15 Devonshire Place
Toronto, Ontario

M5S 1H8, Canada

T/ 905.475.3887
E/ appatlg@gmail.com 
W/ www.tamilliterarygarden.ca

f

jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;
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SPONSORS

• Dr K.O.Pillai
• Sundara Ramaswamy Memorial Trust
• Param Paramalingam
• Vaithehi Balamurugan
• Lalitha and Jayaraman
• Nandakumar Mailvaganam
• Manuel Jesudasan
• Dr. Shankary Kanaganayagam
• Dr. M. A. Sanjayan
• Dr. George L. Hart
• Ranjith Selva
• Rajanathan Rabendravarman
• Raja Mahendran
• Sorna Lingam

DONORS

• Chelva Kanaganayagam
• Selvam Arulanandam
• N.K.Mahalingam
• A.Muttulingam
• Kula Sellathurai
• Dr Shan Shanmugavadivel 
• Ganesan Sugumar
• P.Kayilasanathan
• Thava Yogarajah
• George Sakthivel 
• Tam Sivathasan
• Ilaiyabharathy  
• Asan Buhari
• Karu Kandiah 
• Kumar Ratnam
• Yogi Tambiraja
• Dr Bahir Vivekanand
• Shyamohan Mailvaganam
• Sumengale Mailvaganam 
• S.Bhrapakaran and Jyothi
• Nanthini Thilleswaran
• Mekala Rajendra
• Gajan Yogaratnam
• P. V.Ganeshananthan
• Ramachandran Subramanian
• P.Sriskanthan
• Jayanthi Sankar
Dr. M. Mahendran

jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;
Tamil Literary Garden
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Mu. Ponnambalam 
Writer - Sri Lanka
Theliwatte Joseph 
Writer - Sri Lanka
Thamizhavan (Carlos Sabarimuthu)
Head, Department of Tamil, Dravidian University - India
V.N. Giritharan
Writer - Canada

R. Cheran 
Assistant Professor, University of Windsor - Canada
A.R. Venkatachalapathy
Associate Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies
V. Arasu
Head, Department of Tamil, University of Madras - India
Aravindan
Writer - India
P.A. Krishnan
Writer - India
Ambai (Dr C. S. Lakshmi)
Writer - India
Syed Peer Mohammed
Writer - Malaysia
Sitralega Maunaguru
Professor, Department of Tamil, Batticaloa Eastern University - Sri Lanka
M.A. Nuhman
Head, Department of Tamil, University of Peradeniya - Sri Lanka
George L. Hart 
Head, Department of Tamil, University of California at Berkeley - USA
Chelian
Poet - Canada
A. Muthukrishnan
Writer - India
Jayanthi Sankar
Writer - Singapore
P. Karunaharamoorthy
Writer - Germany

jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;
Tamil Literary Garden

Advisory Board for Awards Panel
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Information Technology in Tamil Award given in 
honour of Sundara Ramaswamy
Recipient Suratha Yarlvanan

Sponsored by Sundara Ramaswamy Memorial Trust

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Recipient   Dr. C. S. Lakshmi (Ambai)  

Sponsored by Vaithehi Balamurugan

Fiction Award given in honour of Professor
Kanapathipillai
Recipient Thamizhavan for “Vaaravil Oru Kadavul”

Sponsored by Dr Oppilamani Pillai

Non-Fiction Award given in honour of 
Mr.T.T. Kanagasunderampillai and the 
Tamil Teachers of the World
Recipient Dr. Murugar Gunasingam for 
“Ilangayil Thamizhar”

Sponsored jointly by Jay & Lalitha Jayaraman 
and   R.Rabendravarman

Poetry Award given in honour of 
Professor A.W. Mailvaganam
Recipient Leena Manimekalai for “Ulakin Azhakiya Muthal Pen”

Sponsored by Nandakumar  Mailvaganam

AWA R D  R E C I P I E N T S  F O R  2 0 0 8

Scholarship Award for Outstanding Essay
Recipient  Angela Britto   

Sponsored by V. Sornalingam
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jpdhW

tajpy;

Muk;gpj;J fle;j ehw;gJ tUlq;fSf;F

Nkyhf jkpo; ,yf;fpaj;jpy; njhlu;e;J

nray;gl;L tUgtu; mk;ig. mtUila

,aw;ngau;  C.S. yf;\;kp. ,sq;fiy>

KJfiy gl;lq;fis Kbj;jgpwF nly;yp

[t`u;yhy; NeU gy;fiyf; fofj;jpy;

jd;Dila Kdtu; gl;lg;gbg;ig

KOiknra;jhu;. ,tUila Kjy; ehtyhd

me;jpkhiy ,sk; tajpNyNa ntspte;J

fiykfs; gupir ngw;Wj; je;jNjhL ,tUf;F

ngUk; GfioAk; nfhLj;jJ. jw;fhyj; jkpo;

,yf;fpaj;jpd; Kjy; ngz;zpa vOj;jhsu;

vd;W ,tu; mwpag;gLfpwhu;.

kughu;e;j ngz;Zf;F nfhLf;fg;gLk;

kjpg;Gfis mk;ig kWj;jhYk;> jd;

Rje;jpuj;ij jhNd Njbf;nfhs;Sk; ngz;zpd;

cupikf;fhf NgrpdhYk;> mtu; ngz;ikia

kWj;j ngz;zpathjp my;yu;. fu;ehlf

rq;fPjKk; gujehl;baKk; njupe;jtu;.

mtUila vOj;J jdpj;Jtk; tha;e;jJ. mJ

ntspg;gLj;Jk; ngz;zpak; mtUf;F Ke;jpa

kugpd; mbnahw;wp vOjpa ngz;

vOj;jhsu;fsplkpUe;J NtWgl;lJ. fiyahf

ntspg;ghL ngw;Ws;s Fuy; vd;W

mk;igapDilaijr; nrhy;yyhk;.

mk;igapd; E}y;fs;: me;jp khiy > rpwFfs;

KwpAk; > tPl;bd; %iyapy; xU rikayiw >

fhl;by; xU khd; > tw;Wk; Vupapd; kPd;fs; >

Mq;fpy nkhopngau;g;gpy; A Purple Sea,  In a

Forest, a Deer MfpaitahFk;. ,it jtpu

jkpopyf;fpaj;jpy; ngz;fs; vd;w Face Behind
the Mask (1984) Mq;fpy Muha;r;rp E}y;.

'gazg;glhj ghijfs;' vd;w Xtpak;> ehlfk;>

ghuk;gupa eldj; Jiwfspy; <Lgl;l

ngz;fspd; tha;nkhop tuyhw;Wg; gjpT.

Rje;jpug; Nghuhl;lj;jpy; gq;Fgw;wpa ngz;fs;>

jypj; vOj;jhsu;fs; Mfpatu;fspd; tha;nkhop

tuyhw;Wg; gjpT 'nrhy;yhj fijfs;' vd;w

jiyg;gpy; ntspahfpapUf;fpwJ.
SPARROW (Sound and Picture Archives for
Research on Women) vd;w mikg;ig epWtp

mk;ig mjd; ,af;Feuhf nray;gl;L

tUfpwhu;. jd;Dila ,aw;ngaupy; The Hindu,
The Economics and Political Weekly, The Times
of India Nghd;w gj;jpupiffSf;F mk;ig

mt;tg;NghJ vOjp tUfpwhu;.

fle;j ehw;gjhz;L fhykhf jkpo;

vOj;Jyfpy; kl;Lkd;wp jd; nray;ghl;il

ngz;fs; tho;f;ifapd; rfy JiwfSf;Fk;

tpupj;J jd; gjpTfis ,yf;fpaj;Jf;Fk;

mg;ghy; NtW tbtq;fSf;Fk; flj;jpatu;

vd;w tifapy; mk;ig mtu;fSf;F tho;ehs;

jkpo; ,yf;fpa rhjidf;fhd 2008k; Mz;L

,ay; tpUij toq;Ftjpy; fdba jkpo;

,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk; ngUikailfpwJ. 

mk;ig

,ay; tpUJ

Lifetime Achievement Award      
Recipient  Ambai ( Dr. C. C. Lakshmi)

g
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Raja Mahendran B.Sc. Eng. (1983)  a
graduate of Peradeniya University in Sri
lanka, has completed his P.Eng at
University of Toronto in 1986 and worked
as a consultant until 1993 and estab-
lished  a  Tamil newspaper ‘Vlambaram’ to
meet the needs of the people. In 2003 he
started a 

Real Estate Brokerage, ( HomeLife / GTA
Realty Inc.)   and a  Property
Development company  with a partner.

Raja and his wife Sathyabama have 
sponsored the events of Tamil Literary
Garden since its inception.

Mr. Manuel Jesudasan LL.B. of Manuel
Jesudasan & Associates, Barristers,
Solicitors & Notaries Public is from Sri
Lanka. He, Solicitor in England and Wales,
and was called to the Law Society of
Upper Canada in 1994. He is a general
practitioner with main interest in
Criminal, Immigration, Real Estate and
Estate Law. Mr. Jesudasan was a Senior
State Counsel, Legal Advisor and Chief
Lands Officer in Seychelles. He has pub-
lished two books in Tamil , Thonnuru

NadkaLul and Vayathu  Pathinaru and is
devoted to the promotion of Tamil on an
international basis.

Monica Jesudasan – Mrs. Jesudasan is
a Legal Secretary for the area of Real
Estate and assists the Associates as an
interpreter in Tamil.

Both Monica and Jesudasan have spon-
sored the Tamil Literary Garden events
regularly from the very beginning.

The award ceremony is sponsored by

jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;
T a m i l  L i t e r a r y  G a r d e n

Eyl> V‰ˇ Vue 2008
Lifetime Achievement Award Ceremony 2008

Vyramuthu Sornalingam has been a
supporter of Tamil Literary Garden and
its activities since its inception. He is
committed to the promotion of Tamil
language, culture and music.

He conducts regularly Isaikku Ethu Ellai
music programmes that have become
very popular in Toronto. Mr. Sornlingam
is a partner of Yarl Metal Fabrications Inc.
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Poetry Award is given in 
honour of 
Professor A.W. Mailvaganam

Having graduated at the age of 19,
he entered University of Cambridge
in 1924 and studied Physics  under 9
Nobel Prize winners and founders of
modern Physics. He also had the
privilege of attending lecture by

Albert Einstein in Germany. On his return to Ceylon,
after obtaining a first class honors Tripos and M.A and
Ph.D from the University of Cambridge was appointed
Professor of Physics at the University of Ceylon and
subsequently, Dean of the Faculty of Science, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor University of Ceylon. He had the privilege
of being the first Sri Lankan Professor of Physics. For
nearly 50 years he was associated with university
teaching and served as chairman on many academic
councils and commissions including the University
Grants Commission. He was awarded the honorary

Degree of Doctor of Science (Honoris Causa) by the
University of Jaffna and Colombo. Also, was honored
by Her Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II with the O.B.E
and by the President of Sri Lanka with the “Vidya
Jyothi” awards. Served on the commission appointed
by The Ceylon Governor General to report on the feasi-
bility of teaching Science, Medicine, Agriculture and
Engineering in Swabasha. He was a member of the
Council of the University of Jaffna and also translated
to Tamil, Educational Publications, and a number of
Physics Text for examinations ranging from the
Advanced Level to B.Sc. Special. He also popularized
the field of Science in the Tamil media by delivering
talks over the Radio and Tamil News Media. He pio-
neered the Tamil University Movement that led to the
establishment of the University of Jaffna and later
Eastern University of Sri Lanka. In recognition of his
contributions to Physics, the academia in Sri Lanka has
established the Mailvaganam Memorial Lecture each
year at the Physics Lecture Theatre at the University of
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Information Technology in
Tamil Award is given in honour
of  Sundara Ramaswamy 
Sundara Ramaswamy began his liter-
ary career at the age of 20 by trans-
lating a Malayalam novel into Tamil.
Following this ‘The Story of a
Tamarind Tree’, his first novel was
published and was well received as a
work that extended the frontiers of

Tamil novel. This was  translated into English, Hindi,
Malayalam and Hebrew.
His second novel "J.J. Some Notes" defied all the
notions prevalent in Tamil writing about form and lan-
guage. It eschewed narration, brought in a tone of
intense meditation on the quality of human life and
the problems of remaining human. The third novel

Kulanthaikal, Penkal Ankal  was written in an entirely
new style and language yet retaining a solid texture.
His poems are a severe questioning into one's exis-
tence, perceptions, conflicts and tireless but often
defeated search. Almost all of Ramaswamy's writings,
though reaching limited readership, have sustained
serious literary work in Tamil during the last fifty years.
He has also contributed significantly to the disciplines
of literary criticism and essays and has translated
poems from English to Tamil.
He was awarded the prestigious Kumaran Asan
Memorial Award for his collection of poems and in
2001 the Tamil Literary Garden of Canada in associa-
tion with the Centre for South Asian Studies of
University of Toronto awarded the Iyal Virudhu.

The above award is sponsored  by Sundara
Ramaswamy Memorial Trust.

The above award is sponsored by Nandakumar Mailvaganam.
Having graduated with  B.Sc (Eng) degree with honors in Sri Lanka ,completed Post

Graduate studies at Mc Master University, Hamilton, ON., Canada and received Masters degrees
both in Mechanical and Chemical Engineering. He is also a Professional Engineer of the

Province of Ontario. Worked in the field of Fire Safety with Office of the Fire Marshal (Ontario)
from 1990 and retired from the Public Sector in October 2006. He had the privilege of working

with and under guidance of Dr. Joshy Kallungal, an international figure in fire safety.
Mr and Mrs Nandakumar are both interested in the arts and committed to the 

advancement of Tamil.

RAJANATHAN RABENDRAVARMAN
R. Ravi Varman, originally from Sri Lanka, arrived in Canada in June 1993. He is an ardent 

supporter of Tamil language and culture and is committed to promote the activities of the
Tamil Literary Garden and has sponsored the award in the name of Late Mr. Thambimuthu

Kanagasundarampillai, an eminent Tamil scholar from Trincomalee.
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ngela Britto - The Tamil Literary Garden
Scholarship was established in order to encour-
age and promote Tamil Studies in the diaspora,

particularly among the second generation. It was
intended to recognize the achievement of a student
whose essay demonstrates an insightful and valuable
discussion of some aspect of diasporic Tamil studies.
The topic this year required a submission that looked
specifically at the ways in which the pursuit of Tamil
Studies could be meaningful in a diasporic context.
Ms. Angela Britto’s essay was intelligent, original and
wonderfully evocative. It brought together a number
of issues that confront students whose preoccupation
with Tamil is very different from those who were born
and raised elsewhere. The essay was well-informed,
well-researched, and precise in its argument. The essay
is being reprinted in the current issue of /Kalam/ mag-
azine. It is with great pleasure that the Tamil Literary
Garden confers its first Tamil scholarship award to Ms.
Angela Britto.

mQ;n[yh gpupl;Nlh

Scholarship Award for Outstanding Essay 
Recipient Angela Britto

A
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u;]htpy;

xU flTs; -jkpotd;

jkpotDila

,aw;ngau; fhu;Nyh];

rgupKj;J. ngq;fSu;

gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd;

jkpo;j;Jiwg;

Nguhrpupauhf

gzpahw;wp Xa;Tg;

ngw;wtu;. Nghye;J thu;]h

gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; Ie;J Mz;Lfs;

jkpo;j;Jiw Nguhrpupauhf gzpahw;wpa gpd;du;

ikR+upy; cs;s ,e;jpa murpd; jpuhtplg;

gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; gzpahw;wpdhu;. ,tu;

jkpo; Ma;thsu;fspy; Fwpg;gplj;jFe;jtu;;

kw;Wk; ,yf;fpathjp> gilg;ghsp>

jpwdha;thsu;.

,tUila 'thu;]htpy; xU flTs;' ehty;

midj;Jyf thrfu;fis kdjpy; itj;J

vOjg;gl;lJ vd;W mtu; $Wfpwhu;. mJ

cz;ik. ekJ fyhr;rhj;Jf;Fs; kl;Lk;

kl;LgLj;jg;gl;l xU ehtyhf mikahky;

ru;tNjr mstpy; mjd; ,aq;Fjsk;

cs;sJ. thu;]htpd; gy gFjpfspd;

tu;zid> Nghye;jpd; rkfhy tuyhW>

mtu;fs; fk;Adpr Ml;rpia vjpu;nfhs;Sk;

Kiw>  ,e;jpau;fspd; Nky; itj;Js;s

mf;fiw Nghd;wit ehtYf;Fs; nrwpe;J

fhzg;gLfpd;wd. 

438 gf;fq;fs; nfhz;l ,e;j ehty;

KOtijAk; xNu %r;rpy; thrpj;J tpl

Ntz;Lk; vd;w Jbg;Gk; mtruKk; ehtiy

ifapy; vLf;Fk; thrfu;fSf;F Vw;gLk;.

mg;gbahd thrpg;G Mu;tj;ijj; J}z;Lk;

gilg;G rkfhyj; jkpopy; fhz;gJ mupJ.

Gjpatif ehty; gilg;G ,J. gy

Jz;Lfshf rpjwpapUe;jtw;iw xd;W Nru;j;J

Xu; mofhd> nrk;ikahd fiytbtkhd

cUtk; nrJf;fpaJ Nghy.

ePz;l ciuahly;fshy; Nfhu;f;fg;gl;lJ ,e;j

ehty; vd;Wk; nrhy;yyhk;. jkpOf;F

Kw;wpYk; me;epakhd cj;jpAk;

nrhy;KiwAk; nfhz;lJ. ngz;

ghj;jpuq;fSld; ciuahLtjd; %yNk

ehtypd; efu;T  ngUk;ghYk; epfo;fpd;wJ.

md;dh> ypbah> khf;jh vd;w Ntw;WNjrg;

ngz;fSk;> tp[ah> mkyh> m];tpdp

Nghd;w ,e;jpag; ngz;fSk; ehtypy; vq;Nfh

Xuplj;jpy; Njhd;wp mNj Ntfj;Jld; vq;Nfh

kiwe;Jk; Nghthu;fs;. Mdhy; mtu;fspy;

gyu; ehty; KbTf;F te;jgpd;dUk; Xu;

mG+u;tkhd eWkzk;  Nghy thrfu;fsplk;

xl;bf; nfhz;L tpLthu;fs;. 

fditAk; editAk; tptupj;Jf; nfhz;L

Nghtjhy; rpf;fy;fs; mtpo;e;J nfhz;Lk;

NghFk; mNj Neuk; GJg;GJr; rpf;fy;fSk;

Njhd;wpf;nfhz;Nl ,Uf;Fk;. ehtypy; gy

,lq;fs; ftpj;JkhfNt

tu;zpf;fg;gl;bUf;fpd;wd. mkhD\;akhd

czu;Tfs; rhjhuz epfo;Tfshf khwpf;

nfhz;L tUk; epiyapy; ,e;jpa kuGk;>

GuhzKk; fye;J Mw;W ePu; Nghy mba-

hoj;jpy; ryryj;J Xbf; nfhz;bUf;Fk;.

jkpopy; ,JnthU tpj;jpahrkhd ehty;. xU

Gjpa gupkhzj;ij jkpo; thrfu;fSf;F

,e;j ehty; %yk; mwpKfg;gLj;jpapUf;Fk;

jkpotd; xU ghupa  ,yf;fpag; gha;r;riy

epfo;j;jpapUf;fpwhu;.

jkpotd; mtu;fSf;F mtuJ 'thu;]htpy;

xU flTs;' ehtYf;fhf 2008k; Mz;L

GidT ,yf;fpag; gpuptpy; Nguhrpupau;

f.fzgjpg;gps;is epidTg; gupir

toq;Ftjpy; jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;

ngUikailfpwJ.

jkpotd; (Kidtu; fhu;nyh]; rtupKj;J)

Fiction Award given in honour of Professor Kanapathipillai
Recipient Thamizhavan

th
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Lifetime achievement award 
sponsored by Vaithehi Balamurugan, MBA, CPA, CFA 

Vaithehi is a Certified Public Accountant , CFA charterholder, and Partner at Arrowstreet Capital,
USA. She is committed to the promotion of Tamil language on an international basis  and 

sponsored the lifetime achievment award from the inception of  Tamil Literary Garden.

Fiction award is given in 
honour of Professor
Kanapathipillai 
Born in 1903, he received his under-
graduate and graduate education in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, Annamalai, Tamil
Nadu, and the University of London,
UK. Trained in Tamil, Sanskrit and Pali,
he acquired considerable expertise
in the field of epigraphy. After com-

pleting his doctoral studies under the supervision of
Professor Turner, he joined the University of Colombo
as lecturer in Tamil, and later became professor.When

the University of Peradeniya was established, he
became the first Professor and Head of the
Department of Tamil, a position he held until 1965. For
a brief period, he also served as Acting Vice-Chancellor
at the University of Peradeniya. Professor
Kanapathipillai is known as a major scholar in epigra-
phy and linguistics. In addition, he published widely as
a novelist, short story writer, and playwright. His plays
were performed to much acclaim in Sri Lanka. In addi-
tion, he has written a monograph on the history of
Sanskrit literature.

The above award is sponsored by Dr Oppilamani. After completing his education at Royal
College, and the Faculty of Medicine, Colombo, he proceeded to the United Kingdom, where he

received a postgraduate degree in Surgery. Having served as a surgeon for several years, he
now works in Family Medicine in the UK. His 

wide-ranging interests have taken him into diverse fields, and his current interests include,
Sanskrit, Tamil Literature, Mathematics, and Philosophy.

Non-fiction award is given in
honour of 
Mr.T.T. Kanagasundarampillai
and the Tamil Teachers of the
world.
Mr.T.T. Kanagasundarampillai was
born on 24 August 1863 in
Trincomalee. At the age of seventeen
he left for South India and graduated
in English language. He joined

Madras Saithapettai English Teachers’ Training College
as a lecturer. At the same time he served as a Tamil
teacher at Madras Christian College and
Pachchaiappan College. He was the author of several
books. As he had mastered Sanskrit he translated
Kishkintha Kandam and Sunthara Kandam of Valmiki
Ramayanam into Tamil. He paraphrased several
Sangam works and brought many ancient Tamil 
literatures found in Olai in to print.

The above award is sponsored jointly by Lalitha, Jayaraman,
Rabendravarman.

Lalitha Jayaraman: A home-maker and international development profes-
sional devoted to the family, gender equality, hunger eradication, poverty

reduction, and palliative/hospice care issues.
Venkata Subramanian Jayaraman: A Chartered Accountant by qualifi-

cation and profession, who happily strayed into the management of eco-
nomic and social development projects in poor and disturbed countries.

Both worked for the UN for many years and are happily married and have
two daughters and a son, and four grand children. They have deep interest
in Tamil language and culture, religion, music, and dance.
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2001k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
ftpijfs;> ehty;fs;> rpWfijfs;> fl;Liufs;> tpku;rdq;fs; vd;W fle;j

Ik;gJ Mz;LfSf;F Nkyhf gilj;J jkpo; ,yf;fpaj;jpd; Kd;Ndhbfspy;

xUtuhf epd;W topelj;jp jkpo; gzpahw;wpa jpU Re;ju uhkrhkp mtu;fSf;F

mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ

toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2005k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
fle;j gy Mz;Lfshf gok; jkpo; E}y;fis Mq;fpyj;jpy; nkhopngau;j;jtUk;>

fyp/Nghu;dpah gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy;  jkpo;Jiw njhlq;fp mjpy; Nguhrpupauhf

gzpahw;wpatUk;> 2004y; jkpo; nrk;nkhopahf mwptpf;fg;gl;ljw;F

fhuzkhdtUkhd jpU N[hu;[; vy; `hu;l;Lf;F mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo;

,yf;fpa Nritia ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2004k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
<oj;J E}w;gjpg;G Jiwapy; Kd;ndg;nghOJk; ,y;yhj tifapy; fle;j Kg;gJ

Mz;LfSf;F Nkyhf jPtpukhf ,aq;fp jkpOf;F ngUk; njhz;lhw;wptUk;

jpU ,. gj;kehg IaUf;F mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia

ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2003k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
fle;j ehw;gJ Mz;LfSf;F Nkyhf jkpo; ,yf;fpak;> ehlfk;> ,ir rpdpkh>

rpw;gk;> Xtpak; Mfpa gy Jiw vOj;Jf;fspy; jPtpukhf ,aq;fpte;j jpU

ntq;fl; rhkpehjd; mtu;fSf;F mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia

ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2002 k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
kzpf;nfhb guk;giuiar; Nru;e;jtUk;> %j;j ,yf;fpathjpAk;> fle;j mWgJ

Mz;LfSf;F  Nkyhf jPtpu jkpo; njhz;lhw;wp te;jtUkhd jpU Nf. fNz];

mtu;fSf;F mtUila  tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia ghuhl;b ,e;j

tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2006k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
jkpo; ehlff; fiyf;fhfg; gy Mz;Lfs; ghLgl;L mij cyf kl;lj;Jf;F

cau;j;jp > ehlfj;Jf;Fk;> jkpOf;Fk;> <oj;Jf;Fk; Gfo; Nru;j;JtUk;

jpU jhrPrpa]; mtu;fSf;F mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia

ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ.

2007k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
fle;j ,UgJ Mz;Lfshf etPd jkpo; Gidfijfs;> ftpijfs; Mfpatw;iw

Mq;fpyj;jpy; nkhopngau;j;J ntspapl;L jkpopd; rpwg;ig cyfwpar;

nra;JtUgtu; jpUkjp y~;kp N`hk;];Nuhk; mtu;fSf;F mtUila

tho;ehs; ,yf;fpa Nritia ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ.
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yhepjp 

KUfu; Fzrpq;fk;

fyhepjp KUfu;

Fzrpq;fk; yz;ld;

gy;fiyf; fofj;jpy;

E}yf tpQ;Qhdj;

Jiwapy; jdJ

bg;Nshkh

gl;lj;ijAk;> jfty;

epu;thfj; Jiwapy; KJkhdpg; gl;lj;ijAk;

ngw;wtu;. mT];jpNuypah murhq;fj;jpd;

Gyikg; guprpy; jpl;lj;jpd; fPo; rpl;dp

gy;fiyf; fofj;jpy; jdJ fyhepjpg;

gl;lj;ijAk; G+u;j;jpnra;jtu;. rpl;dp Nkw;Fg;

gy;fiyf; fofj;jpy; rpNu\;l E}yfuhf

gzpahw;wpa gpd;du; epA+ rTj;Nty;]; rhs;r;

];&tl; gy;fiyf; fof E}yfj;jpy; gUt

,jo; gFjpapd; Jiwj; jiytuhfTk;> r%f

tpQ;Qhd fw;if newpf;fhd

,izg;ghsuhfTk; flikahw;wp tUfpwhu;. 

,Jtiu ,yq;ifj; jkpou; gw;wp

vOjg;gl;lit ahTk; aho;g;ghzf; Flhehl;bd;

Guhz tuyhwhfTk;> ,yq;if jkpoUila

G+u;tpf tuyhwhfTNk ,Ue;jd. mtu;fspd;

ghuk;gupag; gpuNjrq;fs;> murpay;> r%f> rka>

nkhop> fiy> fyhr;rhuk; Mfpa tplaq;fis

cs;slf;fpa KOikahd Gyikrhu; tuyhW

vOjg;gltpy;iy. ,e;jg; gpd;dzpapy; fyhepjp

KUfu; Fzrpq;fj;jpd; %d;W tUl KONeu

Kaw;rpapy; ',yq;ifapy; jkpou;' vd;w E}y;

ntspte;jpUf;fpwJ.. xU gy;fiyf;fofk;

my;yJ gy;Jiw fy;tpkhd;fs; Nru;e;J

Ma;Tnra;J vOjNtz;ba xU E}iy  jdp

kdpju; xUtu; nra;J Kbj;jpUg;gJ

ghuhl;Lf;Fupa  tplakhFk;.

jkpou; ,yq;ifapd; Mjp Fbfs;. mtu;fs;

jdpj;Jtkhd ,d> nkhop> rka> fiy>

fyhr;rhu ghuk;gupaq;fisAk;> tuyhw;iwAk;

nfhz;L jkJ G+u;tpf gpuNjrq;fshfpa

tlf;F> fpof;F> tlNkw;F gFjpfspy;

njhlu;r;rpahf tho;e;J tUfpwhu;fs;. ,e;E}ypy;>

1796y; gzpahw;wpa vr;. fpisNfhd; vd;Dk;

gpupj;jhdpa rptpy; Nrit mjpfhupapd; gjpn-

thd;W ,ij cWjp nra;fpwJ. Guhjd

fhyj;jpypUe;Nj> ,UNtW gl;l kf;fs;>

ehl;il ntt;Ntwhfj; jkf;Fs; gpupj;J

cilikahf;fpf; nfhz;Ls;sdu; vd;Wk;>

rpq;fstu; ehl;bd; kj;jpa gFjpapYk;>

njw;fpYk;> Nkw;fpy; rpyhgk; tiuapYk;

tho;fpd;wdu; vd;Wk;> jkpo; kf;fs; tlf;F>

fpof;F khtl;lq;fis cilikahff;

nfhz;bUf;fpd;wdu; vd;Wk;>  ,e;j ,U

Njrpaq;fspd; nkhop> kjk;> gof;f tof;fq;fs;

vd;gd Kw;wpYk; NtWgl;litahFk; vd;Wk;

me;j gjptpy; $wpapUg;gJ

Rl;bf;fhl;lg;gl;bUf;fpwJ.

,e;j Ma;it nra;J Kbg;gjw;F

Njitahd %yhjhur; rhd;Wfs; ,yq;ifapy;

,y;yhj fhuzj;jhy; ,yq;ifAld; tuyhw;W

uPjpahf njhlu;Gila ,e;jpah> Nghu;r;Rfy;>

neju;yhe;J> Inuhg;gh mnkupf;fh Nghd;w

ehLfspd; Mtz fhg;gfq;fs;> E}y;

epiyaq;fs;> mur jhgdq;fs;> gy;fiyf;

fof Muha;r;rp ikaq;fs; Mfpatw;wpy;

Nrfukhd E}y;fisAk; Mtzq;fisAk;

Muha;e;J  ,e;E}y; KOiknra;ag;gl;Ls;sJ.

rfy kl;lj;jpy; cs;stu;fisAk; fUj;jpy;

nfhz;L tplaq;fis ,yFgLj;jp>

mNjNtis Gyik epiw jtwhJ cs;sij

cs;sthNw  Mq;fpyj;jpYk; jkpopYk; xNu

Neuj;jpy; vOjg;gl;Ls;s rpwg;G ,e;E}Yf;F

cz;L.

jkpo; kf;fspd; tuyhW gw;wp mz;ikapy;

ntspte;Js;s E}y;fspy; ',yq;ifapy; jkpou;'

Kf;fpakhd ,lj;ij ngWfpwJ. ,e;j

KOikahd tuyhw;W E}iy vOjpajw;fhf

fyhepjp KUfu; Fzrpq;fk; mtu;fSf;F

2008k; Mz;L mGidTg; gupir cyfj;

jkpohrpupau;fs; epidthf toq;Ftjpy; jkpo;

,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk; ngUikg;gLfpwJ.

fyhepjp KUfu; Fzrpq;fk;
Non-Fiction Award given in honour of 
Mr.T.T. Kanagasunderampillai and the Tamil Teachers of the World.
Recipient Dr. Murugar Gunasingam

f
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dh

kzpNkfiyia

ftpQu; vd;gjw;Fk;

Nkyhf> jpiug;gl

,af;Feu;> ebfu;>

gjpg;ghsu;> njhiyf;fhl;rp epfo;r;rp

jahupg;ghsu;> nraw;ghl;lhsu;> kw;Wk; fdT

gl;liw ,af;Feu; vd;W Fwpg;gplyhk;. 'cyfpd;

mofpa Kjy; ngz;' ,tUila ,uz;lhtJ

ftpij njhFg;G.; KjyhtJ njhFg;G

‘xw;iwapiynad’ vd;gJ.  jkpopd;

Fwpg;gplj;jf;f ftpjhapdpahd yPdhtpd; jypj;

kw;Wk; xLf;fg;gl;ltu;fs; Fwpj;jhd

jpiug;glq;fs;> cyf khw;Wj; jpiug;gl

tpohf;fs; gytw;wpy; mq;fPfhuk; ngw;wit.

fhyk; fhykhf mofpaiy xU

fl;Lg;ghl;Lf;Fs; itj;J mJNt mofpay;>

mJNt ftpijf;fhd nghUs; vd;w

Njhw;wj;ijf; nfhLj;J te;j Mz; ftpQu;fs;

kj;jpapy; mtu;fs; Nfhl;ghLfis

Fiyj;Jg;NghLk; nkhopapy; Ntfkhf ftpij

gilj;JtUk; ,d;iwa ftpjhapdpfspy; Kd;

tupirapy; ,Ug;gtu; yPdh kzpNkfiy.

Fiyj;Jg; NghLtjhy;> rpijj;Jg; NghLtjhy;

ftpij kw;WnkhU gupkhzj;ijAk;

kl;lj;ijAk; vLj;Jf;nfhs;fpwJ vd;gJ

cz;ik. gz;G> kuG> xOf;fk; vd;w

nfhs;iffshy; ngz;fis mlf;fp itj;jpUe;j

epiyapy; mjw;nfjpuhd nrhy;yhly;fisf;

ifahz;L jd; ftpijfshy; me;j

tuk;Gfisf; Nfs;tpf;Fs;shf;Ffpwhu;> yPdh

kzpNkfiy.

mtupd; ftpijfspy; ntspg;gl;bUf;Fk; cly;

rhu;e;j nkhop ngz;izNa tpspj;jpUf;fpd;wJ.

mk;nkhop> jhgk;> ,r;ir> tpUg;G> ntWg;G>

tpuf;jp vd;w fUj;jhf;fq;fis> Kd;G

mwpag;glhj xU Kiwapy;

ntspg;gLj;Jfpd;wJ. rw;Wk; kiwtpy;yhj

me;juq;f tpgupg;Gfs; vk; kdf; $r;rq;fSf;Fr;

rthyhf vOfpd;wd. fhkKk; RaKk;

mtUila ftpijfspy; ,ay;ghf Goq;F

jkpopy; Eioe;JtpLfpd;wd. ,J jkpo; ftpi-

jf;F Gjpa tuT.

'ehd; xU rpl;brd; my;y> FNshgprd; vd;w

epiyapypUe;Jjhd; ehd; vy;yhtw;iwAk;

ghu;f;fpNwd;.  cyfk; mt;tsT RUq;fptpl;lJ.

ePq;fs; vOj Ntz;baJ cyf murpay; gw;wp.

cyf mstpy; elf;fpw tp\aq;fs; jdpkdpj

vOj;jpYk; Ngr;rpYk; nray;ghl;bYk; Mjpf;fk;

nrYj;j Ntz;Lk;' vd;W $Wk; yPdhtpd;

ftpijfspy; rkfhyg; ngz;fspd; Gul;rpfu

tuyhW cyfshtpa uPjpapy;

cs;slq;fpapUg;gijf; fhzyhk;. ngz; cly;

Fwpj;j vk; ghu;itia ,tupd; ftpijfs;

Gjpa Nfhzj;jpy; jpUg;gp itj;JtpLfpd;wd.

,f;ftpij njhFg;ig ntspapl;ljd; %yk;

ftpijapd; jsj;ij ngz;zpag; ghu;itapy;

xU gb cau;j;jpapUf;fpwhu; vd;w tifapy;

yPdh kzpNkfiyf;F  2008k; Mz;Lf;fhd

Nguhrpupau; M.tp. kapy;thfdk; ftpijg; gupir

toq;Ftjpy; jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;

ngUikg;gLfpwJ.

yPdh kzpNkfiy
Poetry Award given in honour of 
Professor A.W. Mailvaganam
Recipient Leena Manimekalai

yP
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he Sundara Ramasamy Memorial annual
award for Tamil Computing for the year
2008 is awarded to Mr. Suratha

Yarlvanan of Germany. This award is present-
ed by Toronto Tamil Literary Garden for
Kalachuvadu Trust.

Suratha is one of the principal contributors to
Tamil Computing. Born 1961 in Jaffna, Sri
Lanka Suratha migrated to Germany in 1984.
He had his early childhood education in Jaffna
and later received a Masters degree in
Information Electronics from Germany. He is
currently working in the same field.

Suratha has created a variety of tools for Tamil
input in computers. His Unicode converter
help transcode Tamil information created in
multitude of non-standard encoding methods
such as Mylai, Bamini, Amutham and all transi-
tion standards such as TSCII, TAB and TAM. His
javascript-based web utility pongutamil help
input in Unicode format for those who only
know Bamini, Anjal or other romanized input

methods. The romanized input methods help
lower the barrier in using Tamil in computers.

Futher, Suratha's HTML conversion utility is
very useful in convenrting old, non-standard
encoded hypertext files to Unicode encode
with minimal effort. Surtha has also created a
Tamil input based search engine yarldevi. His
recent work on Tamil text to speech program
is also worth a mention.

The Tamil Literary Garden is proud to confer
Suratha Yarlvanan the 2008 Sundara
Ramasamy Award for Tamil Computing.

Rujh aho;thzd;

Information Technology in Tamil Award given in honour of
Sundara Ramaswamy
Recipient Suratha Yarlvanan

T


