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RECEPTION 6.00 – 6.45 

PART 1

Welcome 6.45 – 6.50 
Chairman – opening remarks 6.50 – 7.00
TSA Representative  7.00 – 7.05
TSCC Representative 7.05 - 7.10
Tamil Literary Garden introduction 7.10 - 7.15

PART 2

Fiction Award 7.15 – 7.20
Non-Fiction Award 7.20 – 7.25
Poetry Award 7.25 – 7.35
Information Technology In Tamil Award 7.35 – 7.45

PART 3

CHELVANAYAKAM AWARD 7.45 – 7.55

PART 4

Introduction by Bama 7.55 – 8.00
IYAL AWARD to Lakshmi HolmstrÖm 8.00 – 8.05
Acceptance Speech – Lakshmi HolmstrÖm 8.05 – 8.20

Vote of thanks 8.20 – 8.25
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T a m i l  L i t e r a r y  G a r d e n

Lifetime Achievement Award
18 May 2008
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dba jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;> fy;tpahsu;fs;> 

vOj;jhsu;fs;> thrfu;fs;> tpku;rfu;fs;> nfhilahsu;fspd; 

MjuTld; 2001k; Mz;L nuhnwhd;Nuhtpy;   

Muk;gpf;fg;gl;lJ. 

,e;j ,af;fj;jpd; nghJthd Nehf;fk; cyfnkq;Fk; gue;jpUf;Fk; 

jkpio tsu;g;gjhFk;. jkpo;> Mq;fpy E}y;fis nkhopngau;g;gJ> 

mupa jkpo; E}y;fis kPs; gjpg;G nra;tJ> jkpo; gl;liwfs; 

elj;JtJ> E}yfq;fSf;F ,ytrkhf jkpo; E}y;fs; mspg;gJ> 

jkpo; Nritahsu;fSf;F tpUJfs; toq;FtJ Nghd;wit 

,jDs; mlq;Fk;.

Founded in 2001, the Tamil Literary Garden is a Toronto-based
organization committed to promoting the development of 
literature in Tamil internationally. Its mandate includes creative
writing, translations, book releases, awards, conferences, and
workshops.

Tamil Literary Garden
Rm. 305, Larkin Building

15 Devonshire Place
Toronto, Ontario

M5S 1H8, Canada

T/ 905.475.3887
E/ appatlg@gmail.com 
W/ www.tamilliterarygarden.ca

f
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SPONSORS

• Dr K.O.Pillai
• Sundara Ramaswamy Memorial Trust
• Param Paramalingam
• Vaithehi Balamurugan
• Lalitha and Jayaraman
• Nandakumar Mailvaganam
• Manuel Jesudasan
• Rajanathan Rabendravarman
• Raja Mahendran
• Sorna Lingam

DONORS

• Chelva Kanaganayagam
• Selvam Arulanandam
• N.K.Mahalingam
• A.Muttulingam
• Kula Sellathurai
• Dr Shan Shanmugavadivel 
• Ganesan Sugumar
• P.Kayilasanathan
• Thava Yogarajah
• George Sakthivel 
• Tam Sivathasan
• Ilaiyabharathy  
• Asan Buhari
• Karu Kandiah 
• Kumar Ratnam
• Yogi Tambiraja
• Dr Bahir Vivekanand
• Shyamohan Mailvaganam
• Sumengale Mailvaganam 
• S.Bhrapakaran and Jyothi
• Nanthini Thilleswaran
• Mekala Rajendra
• Gajan Yogaratnam
• Dr. Shankary Kanaganayagam
• Dr M.A.Sanjayan
• V.Ganeshananthan
• Ramachandran Subramanian
• P.Sriskanthan
• Kumuthini Ranjith
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Mu. Ponnambalam 
Writer
Theliwatte Joseph 
Writer
Thamizhavan (Carlos Sabarimuthu)
Head, Department of Tamil, Dravidian University
V.N. Giritharan
Writer

R. Cheran 
Assistant Professor, University of Windsor
A.R. Venkatachalapathy
Associate Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies
V. Arasu
Head, Department of Tamil, University of Madras
Aravindan
Writer
P.A. Krishnan
Writer
Ambai (Dr C. S. Lakshmi)
Writer
Syed Peer Mohammed
Writer
Sitralega Maunaguru
Professor, Department of Tamil, Batticaloa Eastern University
M.A. Nuhman
Head, Department of Tamil, University of Peradeniya
George L. Hart 
Head, Department of Tamil, University of California at Berkeley
Chelian
Poet 

jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;
Tamil Literary Garden

Advisory Board for Awards Panel
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Information Technology in Tamil Award given in 
honour of Sundara Ramaswamy
Recipient Dr.K.Kalyanasunderam

Sponsored by Sundara Ramaswamy Memorial Trust

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Recipient  Lakshmi Holmström   

Sponsored by Vaithehi Balamurugan

Fiction Award given in honour of Professor
Kanapathipillai
Recipient S.Ramakrishnan for “Yamam” Novel 

Sponsored by Dr Oppilamani Pillai

Non-Fiction Award given in honour of 
Mr.T.T. Kanagasunderampillai and the 
Tamil Teachers of the World
Recipient Nanjil Nadan for 
“Nathiyin Pizhaiyanru Narumpunal Inmai”

Sponsored jointly by Jay & Lalitha Jayaraman 
and   R.Rabendravarman

Poetry Award given in honour of 
Professor A.W. Mailvaganam
Recipient K. Vasudevan for “Tholaivil”

Sponsored by Nandakumar  Mailvaganam

AWA R D  R E C I P I E N T S  F O R  2 0 0 7
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le;j ,UgJ

Mz;Lfshf

etPd jkpo;

Gidfijfs;> ftpijfs; Mfpatw;iw

Mq;fpyj;jpy; nkhopngau;j;J ntspapl;L

jkpopd; rpwg;ig cyfwpar; nra;JtUgtu;

jpUkjp y~;kp N`hk;];Nuhk ; ,tu;

nksdp> GJikg;gpj;jd;> Re;ju uhkrhkp>

mNrhfkpj;jpud;> e. Kj;Jrhkp> mk;ig>

ghkh> ,ikak; Nghd;wtu;fspd; gjpide;J

gilg;Gfis nkhopngau;j;J cyf muq;fpy;

etPd jkpopd; tsj;ij mwpar; nra;jtu;.

,tu; nkhopngau;j;j jkpof> <oj;Jf;

ftpQu;fs; gyupd; jkpo;f; ftpijfspd;

Mq;fpy njhFg;nghd;Wk; ngq;Ftpd; %yk;

tpiutpy; ntsptu ,Uf;fpwJ. 

,tu; ,q;fpyhe;J> ,yq;if> ,e;jpah>

fdlh Mfpa ehLfspy; nkhopngau;g;G

gl;liwfs; elhj;jp jkpo; Mf;fq;fis

Mq;fpyj;jpy; nkhopngau;g;Gr; nra;tjw;F

Gjpatu;fis Cf;Ftpg;gjpy; ngUk; ntw;wp

ngw;W tUfpwhu;. fdlhtpy; ntspahd <oj;J

jkpo;f; ftpijfs;> Gidfijfspd; Mq;fpy

nkhopngau;g;Gj; njhFg;ghd Lutesong and
Lament y; ,tu; nkhopngau;j;j ftpijfs;

,lk; ngw;Ws;sd vd;gJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ.

goe;jkpo; ,yf;fpaq;fshd rpyg;gjpfhuk;>

kzpNkfiy Mfpa ,U fhtpaq;fisAk;

trdeilapy; Mq;fpyj;jpy; Mf;fp

toq;fpapUg;gik ,tUila nkhopngau;g;G

gzpapd; kw;nwhU gupkhzkhFk;. etPd jkpo;

,yf;fpaq;fs; gw;wpAk; mtu; njhlu;e;J gy

fl;Liufis Mq;fpy ,jo;fspy; vOjp

tUfpwhu;.  

vOj;jhsu; ghkhtpd; 'fUf;F'>

mk;igapd; 'fhl;by; xU khd;' Mfpatw;wpd;

Mq;fpy nkhopngau;g;Gf;fhf Hutch Crossword
Book Award ,tUf;F KiwNa 2000> 2006k;

Mz;Lfspy; fpilj;jpUf;fpwJ. ,tu; ,d;Dk;

njhlu;e;J gy etPd GidTfisAk;>

ftpijfisAk; Mq;fpyj;jpy; nkhopngau;j;J

tUfpwhu;. 

jkpo; nkhopapd; njhd;ikiaAk;>

mjd; tsj;ijAk;> tpupitAk;> rpwg;igAk;

cyfshtpa uPjpapy; mwpar; nra;jtu; vd;w

tifapy; mtu; Mw;wptUk; njhlu;e;j

Nritf;fhf jpUkjp y~;kp N`hk;];Nuhk;

mtu;fSf;F tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa

rhjidf;fhd 2007k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUij

toq;Ftjpy; fdba jkpo; ,yf;fpaj;

Njhl;lk; ngUikailfpwJ. 

jpUkjp y~;kp N`hk;];Nuhk;

,ay; tpUJ

Lifetime Achievement Award      
Recipient  Lakshmi Holmstrom 

f
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Raja Mahendran B.Sc. Eng. (1983)  a
graduate of Peradeniya University in Sri
lanka, has completed his P.Eng at
University of Toronto in 1986 and worked
as a consultant until 1993 and estab-
lished  a  Tamil newspaper ‘Vlambaram’ to
meet the needs of the people. In 2003 he
started a 

Real Estate Brokerage, ( HomeLife / GTA
Realty Inc.)   and a  Property
Development company  with a partner.

Raja and his wife Sathyabama have 
sponsored the events of Tamil Literary
Garden since its inception.

Mr. Manuel Jesudasan LL.B. of Manuel
Jesudasan & Associates, Barristers,
Solicitors & Notaries Public is from Sri
Lanka. He, Solicitor in England and Wales,
and was called to the Law Society of
Upper Canada in 1994. He is a general
practitioner with main interest in
Criminal, Immigration, Real Estate and
Estate Law. Mr. Jesudasan was a Senior
State Counsel, Legal Advisor and Chief
Lands Officer in Seychelles. He has pub-
lished two books in Tamil , Thonnuru

NadkaLul and Vayathu  Pathinaru and is
devoted to the promotion of Tamil on an
international basis.

Monica Jesudasan – Mrs. Jesudasan is
a Legal Secretary for the area of Real
Estate and assists the Associates as an
interpreter in Tamil.

Both Monica and Jesudasan have spon-
sored the Tamil Literary Garden events
regularly from the very beginning.

The award ceremony is sponsored by

jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;
T a m i l  L i t e r a r y  G a r d e n

Eyl> V‰ˇ Vue 2007
Lifetime Achievement Award Ceremony 2007

Vyramuthu Sornalingam has been a
supporter of Tamil Literary Garden and
its activities since its inception. He is
committed to the promotion of Tamil
language, culture and music.

He conducts regularly Isaikku Ethu Ellai
music programmes that have become
very popular in Toronto. Mr. Sornlingam
is a partner of Yarl Metal Fabrications Inc.
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Poetry Award is given in 
honour of 
Professor A.W. Mailvaganam

Having graduated at the age of 19,
he entered University of Cambridge
in 1924 and studied Physics  under 9
Nobel Prize winners and founders of
modern Physics. He also had the
privilege of attending lecture by

Albert Einstein in Germany. On his return to Ceylon,
after obtaining a first class honors Tripos and M.A and
Ph.D from the University of Cambridge was appointed
Professor of Physics at the University of Ceylon and
subsequently, Dean of the Faculty of Science, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor University of Ceylon. He had the privilege
of being the first Sri Lankan Professor of Physics. For
nearly 50 years he was associated with university
teaching and served as chairman on many academic
councils and commissions including the University
Grants Commission. He was awarded the honorary

Degree of Doctor of Science (Honoris Causa) by the
University of Jaffna and Colombo. Also, was honored
by Her Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II with the O.B.E
and by the President of Sri Lanka with the “Vidya
Jyothi” awards. Served on the commission appointed
by The Ceylon Governor General to report on the feasi-
bility of teaching Science, Medicine, Agriculture and
Engineering in Swabasha. He was a member of the
Council of the University of Jaffna and also translated
to Tamil, Educational Publications, and a number of
Physics Text for examinations ranging from the
Advanced Level to B.Sc. Special. He also popularized
the field of Science in the Tamil media by delivering
talks over the Radio and Tamil News Media. He pio-
neered the Tamil University Movement that led to the
establishment of the University of Jaffna and later
Eastern University of Sri Lanka. In recognition of his
contributions to Physics, the academia in Sri Lanka has
established the Mailvaganam Memorial Lecture each
year at the Physics Lecture Theatre at the University of
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Information Technology in
Tamil Award is given in honour
of  Sundara Ramaswamy 
Sundara Ramaswamy began his liter-
ary career at the age of 20 by trans-
lating a Malayalam novel into Tamil.
Following this ‘The Story of a
Tamarind Tree’, his first novel was
published and was well received as a
work that extended the frontiers of

Tamil novel. This was  translated into English, Hindi,
Malayalam and Hebrew.
His second novel "J.J. Some Notes" defied all the
notions prevalent in Tamil writing about form and lan-
guage. It eschewed narration, brought in a tone of
intense meditation on the quality of human life and
the problems of remaining human. The third novel

Kulanthaikal, Penkal Ankal  was written in an entirely
new style and language yet retaining a solid texture.
His poems are a severe questioning into one's exis-
tence, perceptions, conflicts and tireless but often
defeated search. Almost all of Ramaswamy's writings,
though reaching limited readership, have sustained
serious literary work in Tamil during the last fifty years.
He has also contributed significantly to the disciplines
of literary criticism and essays and has translated
poems from English to Tamil.
He was awarded the prestigious Kumaran Asan
Memorial Award for his collection of poems and in
2001 the Tamil Literary Garden of Canada in associa-
tion with the Centre for South Asian Studies of
University of Toronto awarded the Iyal Virudhu.

The above award is sponsored  by Sundara
Ramaswamy Memorial Trust.

The above award is sponsored by Nandakumar Mailvaganam.
Having graduated with  B.Sc (Eng) degree with honors in Sri Lanka ,completed Post

Graduate studies at Mc Master University, Hamilton, ON., Canada and received Masters degrees
both in Mechanical and Chemical Engineering. He is also a Professional Engineer of the

Province of Ontario. Worked in the field of Fire Safety with Office of the Fire Marshal (Ontario)
from 1990 and retired from the Public Sector in October 2006. He had the privilege of working

with and under guidance of Dr. Joshy Kallungal, an international figure in fire safety.
Mr and Mrs Nandakumar are both interested in the arts and committed to the 

advancement of Tamil.

RAJANATHAN RABENDRAVARMAN
R. Ravi Varman, originally from Sri Lanka, arrived in Canada in June 1993. He is an ardent 

supporter of Tamil language and culture and is committed to promote the activities of the
Tamil Literary Garden and has sponsored the award in the name of Late Mr. Thambimuthu

Kanagasundarampillai, an eminent Tamil scholar from Trincomalee.
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Lakshmi Holmström is a writer and translator, who
studied at Madras and Oxford. She is the author of
Indian Fiction in English: the Novels of R. K. Narayan
(Calcutta: Writers’ Workshop, 1973), editor of The
Inner Courtyard: Short Stories by Indian Women
(London: Virago, 1990), and co-editor of Writing
from India (Cambridge University Press, 1994), a
collection of stories from India for readers aged 14-
16. Her re-telling of the fifth-century Tamil narrative
poems Silappadikaram and Manimekalai was pub-
lished in 1996 (Madras: Orient Longman). Her main
work has been in translating the short stories and
novels of the major contemporary writers in Tamil:
Mauni, Pudumaippittan, Ashokamitran, Sundara
Ramaswamy, Ambai, Baama and Imayam. In 2000
she received the Crossword Book Award in India,
for translation of Karukku by Bama. Founder-
Trustee of SALIDAA (South Asian Diaspora
Literature and Arts Archive). Royal Literary Fund
writing fellow, University of East Anglia, 2003-5.

Books (including translations)
Pudumaippittan. Short stories translated & intro-
duced by Lakshmi Holmström. New Delhi: Katha,
2002.
Ashokamitran. My father’s friend, and other stories.
Translated & introduced by Lakshmi Holmström.
New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, 2002.
Ashokamitran. Water. Translated by Lakshmi

Holmström. New Delhi: Katha, 2001. (First edition:
London: Heinemann Asian Writers Series, 1993.)
Sundara Ramaswamy.Waves: an anthology of poet-
ry and fiction. Translated by Lakshmi Holmström &
Gomati Narayan, with an introduction by Lakshmi
Holmström. Chennai: East-West Press, 2001.
Imayam. Beasts of burden. The novel Koveru
Kazhudaigal, translated with an introduction by
Lakshmi Holmström. Chennai: East-West Press,
2001.
Bama. Karukku. Translated with an introduction by
Lakshmi Holmström. Chennai: Macmillan India,
Dalit writing in translation, 2000.
Mauni. Mauni: a writers’ writer. Short stories trans-
lated with an introduction by Lakshmi Holmström.
New Delhi: Katha, 1997.
Holmström, Lakshmi. Silappadikaram and
Manimekalai (a retelling of two classical Tamil
poems). Madras: Orient Longman 1996.
Muthuswamy, Na. Neermai. Translated by Lakshmi
Holmström. Madras: Affiliated East-West Press.
1995. Republished as Waterness. New Delhi: Katha,
2003.
Holmström, Lakshmi & Hayhoe, Mike (eds). Writing
from India. In a series for schools, Figures in a land-
scape. Introduction by Lakshmi Holmström.
Cambridge University Press. 1994.
Holmström, Lakshmi (ed. & intro) The inner court-
yard: stories by Indian women. London: Virago,
1990, and New Delhi: Rupa, 1991. Translated into
Italian by Francesca Orsini as Il cortile segreto.
Milano: La Tartaruga, 1994.
Ambai. A purple sea. Short stories translated with
an introduction by Lakshmi Holmström. Madras:
Affiliated East-West Press, 1992.
Kannagi (5th-century Tamil narrative poem, retold
in English by Lakshmi Holmström). Madras: Orient
Longman, 1980.
Holmström, Lakshmi. Indian writing in English: the
novels of R.K. Narayan. Calcutta: Writers’ Workshop,
1974.

Forthcoming
Clarinda. Critical edition of A. Madhaviah’s novel
(first published 1915). New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi.
Bama. Sangati. Translated with an introduction by
Lakshmi Holmström. New Delhi: Oxford University
Press.
Ambai. In a forest, a deer. Translated by Lakshmi
Holmström. New Delhi: OUP.
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z;zw;w cs;

kbg;Gf;fs;

nfhz;l

,uitAk;

mw;Gjj;jpd; jPuhj

thridiaAk;

nfhz;L

Gidag;gl;lNj ahkk;

vd;w ehty;. mJ

mj;jh; vd;w

thridg; nghUspd;

ngah;. ,uTf;Fk; kW ngah; ahkk;.

,uz;Lk; gpd;dpg; gpize;J cUthdNj

,g;GidT. ehDhW Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G

,e;jpa cg fz;lj;jpw;F Mq;fpNyahpd;

tUifapd; tuyhw;Wld; Muk;gkhfpwJ

,e;ehty;. mg; gpd;dzpapy; kjuh vd;w

gl;bdj;ijAk; mijr; Rw;wpAk;

eilngWfpd;wd mjd; cs;Ns

Gidag;gl;l fijfs;. etPd nrd;idapd;

gioa tuyhW kjuhtpd; tuyhW. 

fgPUk; mtDila %d;W kidtpf-

shd> u`;khdp> tfpjh> Ruah mj;Jld;

re;jpG vd;w igad; MfpNahhpd; fij xd;W.

gj;ufphp> jpUr;rpw;wk;gyk;> tprhyh>

ijay;ehafp MfpNahhpd; fij ,d;ndhd;W.

rjhrpt gzlhuKk; ePyfz;lk; vd;w ehAk;

mLj;j fij. mLj;J> fpU~;zg;gh

fiuahsh;; vyp]ngj;jpd; fij. midtUNk

cah;;e;j ,lj;jpy; ,Ue;J jho;e;J

tPo;e;jth;fs;. mth;fspd; tPo;r;rpf;F gpuf;iQ

hPjpahd NkNyhl;lkhd fhuzj;ij vtUk;

,yFtpy; fz;L gpbf;f KbahJ. mJ

tho;f;ifiag; NghyNt mtpo;f;f Kbahj>

kdpj tpNtfj;jhy; Ghpe;J nfhs;s Kbahj

Gjph; kpFe;jJ. ,e;jpa Qhd kugpd;

tpNehjq;fSk; tprpj;jpuq;fSk; nfhz;lJ.

ajhh;j;jKk; kpF ajhh;j;jKk; nfhz;lJ.

Gidtpd; vy;iyfisf; fle;jJ. ,uitg;

NghyNt gy ,ufrpaq;fis cs;slf;fpaJ.

gy GidTfSf;Fk; fw;gidf;Fk; ,lk;

mspg;gJ. 

vy;iyfisf; fle;j ftpj;Jtk;> mjPj kd

vOr;rp> mw;Gjkhd fzq;fs;> mopTfs;

tPo;r;rpfs;> gutrq;fs;> kfj;Jtq;fs;>

rpWikfs;> JwT> fhzky; Nghjy; Nghd;w

midj;JNk ahkk; vd;w ehtypd;

cs;sPLfs;. mitNa gf;fq;fis

mw;Gjkhf vOjpr; nry;fpd;wd. thrfid

tplhJ thrpf;f itg;git.

fijfspd; $lhukhf tphpAk; ,uT.

jz;zPiug; Nghy ek;ik vy;yhg; gf;fKk;

r+o;;e;J nfhz;L ,jk; jUk; ,uT.

thrpg;gjpy; ,d;gk; fhz itg;gJk;

mDgtpf;fr; nra;tJk; ,e;jg; Gidtpd;

kfj;Jtk;. vq;fis mjDld; fl;bg;

NghLk; rpj;ij mwpe;jpUf;fpwhh; v];.

uhkfpU~;zd;.  

,e;j ehty; ,utpy; fiue;J Nghd

kdpjh;fspd; tho;it vOjpapUf;fpwJ.

mth;fs; tho;e;j fzq;fs; Kf;fpakhdit.

,e;jpah> xU fhydpj;Jt ehlhf kpf 

tpiuthf khw;wq; fz;l tuyhw;iw ,e;j

ehty; tprpj;;jpukhd kdpjh;fspd; tho;f;iff;

fijfs; Clhf vOjpr; nry;fpwJ.

v];.uhkfpU~;zd;; ,e; ehtiy kpf

mofhf> Mokhf> ftpj;Jt eilapy;

tpWtpWg;ghf vOjp thrfh;fis

fth;e;jpUf;fpwhh;. RWRWg;ghfr; nry;Yk;

,e;ehty; rkfhyj;jpy; ntspte;j

ehty;fspy; kpfTk; Kf;fpakhdJ. thrpf;f

,d;gj;ijAk; Rfj;ijAk; nfhLf;fpwJ.

kdpj mtyq;fisAk; tP;o;r;rpiaAk;>

tprpj;jpuq;fisAk; Kd; itf;fpwJ. jw;fhy

jkpo; ,yf;fpaj;jpy; v];.uhkfpU~;zDf;F

xU ngUk; ,lj;ij toq;fpr; nry;fpwJ. 

jpU. v];. uhkfpU~;zDf;F mtuJ

aahhkkkk;; ehtYf;fhf 2007k; Mz;L GidT

,yf;fpag; gpuptpy; Nguhrpupau; 

f.fzgjpg;gps;is epidTg; gupir

toq;Ftjpy; jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;

ngUikailfpwJ.

v];.uhkfpU\;zd;
Fiction Award given in honour of Professor Kanapathipillai
Recipient S.Ramakrishnan

v
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Lifetime achievement award 
sponsored by Vaithehi Balamurugan, MBA, CPA, CFA 

Vaithehi is a Certified Public Accountant , CFA charterholder, and Partner at Arrowstreet Capital,
USA. She is committed to the promotion of Tamil language on an international basis  and 

sponsored the lifetime achievment award from the inception of  Tamil Literary Garden.

Fiction award is given in 
honour of Professor
Kanapathipillai 
Born in 1903, he received his under-
graduate and graduate education in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, Annamalai, Tamil
Nadu, and the University of London,
UK. Trained in Tamil, Sanskrit and Pali,
he acquired considerable expertise
in the field of epigraphy. After com-

pleting his doctoral studies under the supervision of
Professor Turner, he joined the University of Colombo
as lecturer in Tamil, and later became professor.When

the University of Peradeniya was established, he
became the first Professor and Head of the
Department of Tamil, a position he held until 1965. For
a brief period, he also served as Acting Vice-Chancellor
at the University of Peradeniya. Professor
Kanapathipillai is known as a major scholar in epigra-
phy and linguistics. In addition, he published widely as
a novelist, short story writer, and playwright. His plays
were performed to much acclaim in Sri Lanka. In addi-
tion, he has written a monograph on the history of
Sanskrit literature.

The above award is sponsored by Dr Oppilamani. After completing his education at Royal
College, and the Faculty of Medicine, Colombo, he proceeded to the United Kingdom, where he

received a postgraduate degree in Surgery. Having served as a surgeon for several years, he
now works in Family Medicine in the UK. His 

wide-ranging interests have taken him into diverse fields, and his current interests include,
Sanskrit, Tamil Literature, Mathematics, and Philosophy.

Non-fiction award is given in
honour of 
Mr.T.T. Kanagasundarampillai
and the Tamil Teachers of the
world.
Mr.T.T. Kanagasundarampillai was
born on 24 August 1863 in
Trincomalee. At the age of seventeen
he left for South India and graduated
in English language. He joined

Madras Saithapettai English Teachers’ Training College
as a lecturer. At the same time he served as a Tamil
teacher at Madras Christian College and
Pachchaiappan College. He was the author of several
books. As he had mastered Sanskrit he translated
Kishkintha Kandam and Sunthara Kandam of Valmiki
Ramayanam into Tamil. He paraphrased several
Sangam works and brought many ancient Tamil 
literatures found in Olai in to print.

The above award is sponsored jointly by Lalitha, Jayaraman,
Rabendravarman.

Lalitha Jayaraman: A home-maker and international development profes-
sional devoted to the family, gender equality, hunger eradication, poverty

reduction, and palliative/hospice care issues.
Venkata Subramanian Jayaraman: A Chartered Accountant by qualifi-

cation and profession, who happily strayed into the management of eco-
nomic and social development projects in poor and disturbed countries.

Both worked for the UN for many years and are happily married and have
two daughters and a son, and four grand children. They have deep interest
in Tamil language and culture, religion, music, and dance.
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2001k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
ftpijfs;> ehty;fs;> rpWfijfs;> fl;Liufs;> tpku;rdq;fs; vd;W fle;j

Ik;gJ Mz;LfSf;F Nkyhf gilj;J jkpo; ,yf;fpaj;jpd; Kd;Ndhbfspy;

xUtuhf epd;W topelj;jp jkpo; gzpahw;wpa jpU Re;ju uhkrhkp mtu;fSf;F

mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ

toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2005k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
fle;j gy Mz;Lfshf gok; jkpo; E}y;fis Mq;fpyj;jpy; nkhopngau;j;jtUk;>

fyp/Nghu;dpah gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy;  jkpo;Jiw njhlq;fp mjpy; Nguhrpupauhf

gzpahw;wpatUk;> 2004y; jkpo; nrk;nkhopahf mwptpf;fg;gl;ljw;F

fhuzkhdtUkhd jpU N[hu;[; vy; `hu;l;Lf;F mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo;

,yf;fpa Nritia ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2004k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
<oj;J E}w;gjpg;G Jiwapy; Kd;ndg;nghOJk; ,y;yhj tifapy; fle;j Kg;gJ

Mz;LfSf;F Nkyhf jPtpukhf ,aq;fp jkpOf;F ngUk; njhz;lhw;wptUk;

jpU ,. gj;kehg IaUf;F mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia

ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2003k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
fle;j ehw;gJ Mz;LfSf;F Nkyhf jkpo; ,yf;fpak;> ehlfk;> ,ir rpdpkh>

rpw;gk;> Xtpak; Mfpa gy Jiw vOj;Jf;fspy; jPtpukhf ,aq;fpte;j jpU

ntq;fl; rhkpehjd; mtu;fSf;F mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia

ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2002 k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
kzpf;nfhb guk;giuiar; Nru;e;jtUk;> %j;j ,yf;fpathjpAk;> fle;j mWgJ

Mz;LfSf;F  Nkyhf jPtpu jkpo; njhz;lhw;wp te;jtUkhd jpU Nf. fNz];

mtu;fSf;F mtUila  tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia ghuhl;b ,e;j

tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ. 

2006k; Mz;L ,ay; tpUJ
jkpo; ehlff; fiyf;fhfg; gy Mz;Lfs; ghLgl;L mij cyf kl;lj;Jf;F

cau;j;jp > ehlfj;Jf;Fk;> jkpOf;Fk;> <oj;Jf;Fk; Gfo; Nru;j;JtUk;

jpU jhrPrpa]; mtu;fSf;F mtUila tho;ehs; jkpo; ,yf;fpa Nritia

ghuhl;b ,e;j tpUJ toq;fg;gl;lJ.
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Q;rpy; ehld;

1947y;

fd;dpahFkup

khtl;lj;jpy; cs;s

tPuehuhaz kq;fyk;

vd;Dk; Cupy;

gpwe;jhu;. ,tUila

,aw;ngau; 

Rg;gpukzpad;> Gid

ngau; ehQ;rpy; ehld;.

1975 y; vOj

Muk;gpj;J ,d;Wtiu MW ehty;fs;> MW

rpWfij njhFg;Gfs; > fl;Liufs;> ftpijfs;

vd;W epiwa vOjpAs;shu;. ,tUila

ehty;fshd 'jiy fPo; tpfpjq;fs”;> 'rJuq;ff;
Fjpiu”> 'vl;Lj; jpf;Fk; kjahid” Mfpait

,tUf;F GidTyfj;jpy; ngUk; Gfio Njbj;

je;jd.

ePz;lfhykhf GidTfs; vOjpatu;

rkPg fhykhf fl;Liu ,yf;fpaj;jpy; jd;

ftdj;ij jpUg;gpapUf;fpwhu;. ,J gw;wp mtu;

,g;gb nrhy;fpwhu;. 'fl;Liu vd;gJ

jPtpukhdNjhu; nkhopapy; mjw;fhdNjhu;

twl;Lj;jdj;Jld; thrfDf;F me;epakhd

ghzpapy; ngUk; ghYk; vOjg; gLfpwJ.

gilg;gpyf;fpathjp fl;Liu vOj tUk;NghJ

nkhop ,ay;ghdjhfTk; rw;W czu;TG+u;tkhd

mZFKiwAlDk; Mf;fk; nfhs;fpwJ. ve;jf;

fl;LiuAk; xU rpWfij thrpg;gpd; <u;g;igj;

juNtz;Lk;.” GidTfs; %yk; xU fUj;ijr;

nrhy;tjw;Fk; fl;Liu%yk; nrhy;tjw;Fk;

epiwa tpj;jpahrk; cz;L. fl;Liu vOj;J

RitahfTk; urpf;Fk;gbahfTk; ,y;yhtpl;lhy;

thrpg;gtu;fSf;F Ngha;r;NrUtjpy;iy.

MfNtjhd; ehQ;rpy; ehldpd; fl;Liufs;

rpWfijapd; <u;g;Gj; jd;ikia nfhz;bUf;Fk;.

rkPgfhyj;jpy; mtu; vOjp ntspahd

fl;Liufspd; njhFg;Gj;jhd; 'ejpapd; gpioad;W

eWk;Gdy; ,d;ik.”
fl;Liufs; vd;why; mit

gz;bju;fspd; fLikahd nkhopapy; ,Uf;Fk;

my;yJ fy;tpkhd;fspd; jPtpukhd eilapy;

,Uf;Fk; vd;W vjpu;ghu;g;gtu;fSf;F Vkhw;wk;.

rpWfijfSf;F xU tbtk; ,Ug;gJNghy

,tUila fl;LiufSk; xU ,Wf;fkhd tbt

mikg;G nfhz;lit. fl;Lf;Nfhg;ghd Muk;gk;>

ikak;> KbT> Rthu];akhd eil> goe;jkpo;

,yf;fpaq;fspUe;J Nkw;Nfhs;fs; vd;W fl;Liu>

thrpg;G ,d;gk; jUtjhf mike;jpUf;Fk;.

nrhy;y te;j tpraj;ij gl;nld;W Neu;ikAld;

nrhy;Yk; Jzpr;ry; ,tu; fl;Liufis jdpj;J

epw;fr; nra;fpd;wd. jkpo;r; r%fj;jpd; fyhr;rhur;

rPuopitg;ghu;j;J kdk; nfhjpg;ghu;;. mePjpiaf;

fz;L neQ;R nghWf;fhky; nghUKthu;.

gbf;Fk;NghJ mtUila mwr;rPw;wk; vk;ikAk;

gw;wpf;nfhs;fpwJ.

fjhehaf ebfDf;F %d;W Nfhb

&gha; rk;gsk; jUfpwhu;fs;. gj;jhapuk; &gha;

khjr; rk;gsk; thq;Fk; cau;epiyg; gs;sp

Mrpupad; me;j njhifia Cjpakhfg; ngw 300

Mz;Lfs; gzp nra;aNtz;Lk;. $ypf;fhud;

vd;why; Mapuk; Mz;Lfs;. ,e;j mepahak; ahu;

fz;fSf;Fk; njuptjpy;iyah vd;fpwhu;. 

kpjit vd;nwhU ehty;1986y; md;dk;

ntspaPlhf te;jJ. mij muR E}yfq;fSf;F

thq;ftpy;iy. gpd;du; 2002y; kWgjpg;G te;jJ.

mijAk; muR> E}yfq;fSf;F thq;ftpy;iy.

Mdhy; ,e;j ehtiy ,e;jpa muR epWtdk;

National Book Trust India gj;J ,e;jpa nkhopf-

spy; ngau;f;fj; Nju;e;njLj;jJ. jkpod; thrpf;f

jFjpaw;wJ vd;W jkpo;ehL muR jPu;khdpj;j

Gj;jfj;ij ika muR gpw ,e;jpa nkhopfSf;F

ngau;f;f jPu;khdpf;fpwJ.  jkpo; vOj;jhsDf;F

,iof;fg;gLk; cjhrPdk; jhq;fKbahky;

FKWfpwhu;. 

,tUila jiyg;Gfs; GJikahf

,Uf;Fk;. ,e;jf; fl;Liu njhFg;gpd; jiyg;G

ejpapd; gpioad;W eWk;Gdy; ,d;ik. 

,uhkhazj;jpy; uhkd; yf;Ftidg; ghu;j;J

nrhy;Yk; tupfs;. vy;yhNk ehk; epidj;jJNghy

elg;gjpy;iy. vk;ik kPwpAk; rpy

ele;JtpLfpd;wd. ,Jjhd; ,e;j njhFjpapYs;s

fl;Liufis ,izf;Fk; Ez;zpa ,io.

fl;Liu ,yf;fpaj;Jf;F xU GJ

tbtk; nfhLj;J mij [duQ;rfkhf;fpatu;

vd;w tifapy; ehQ;rpy; ehlDf;F> mtUila

'ejpapd; gpioad;W eWk;Gdy; ,d;ik”
E}Yf;fhf 2007k; Mz;L mGidT ,yf;fpag;

gpuptpy;> cyfj; jkpohrpupau; epidTg; gupR

toq;Ftjpy; jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;

ngUikailfpwJ. 

ehQ;rpy; ehld;
Non-Fiction Award given in honour of 
Mr.T.T. Kanagasunderampillai and the Tamil Teachers of the World.
Recipient Nanjil Nadan

eh
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oj;jpd;

tlgFjpf;

fpuhkkhd

Ntyizapy; 1962k;

Mz;L gpwe;jtu;

f. thRNjtd;;.

gpuhd;Rf;F 1984 y; Fbngau;e;J>

fzpdpj;Jiwapy; gl;lg; gbg;ig

epiwTnra;J> jw;NghJ ePjpj;Jiwapy;

gpnuQ;R - jkpo;  nkhopngau;g;ghsuhf

gzpahw;Wfpwhu;. ,Unkhopg; Gyik nfhz;l

,tu; ftpijfs; kl;Lk; gilf;fhky;

rpWfijfs;> fl;Liufs;> nkhopngau;g;Gfs;

vd;W gy JiwfspYk; ,aq;fp tUfpwhu;. 

'njhiytpy;” vd;w jiyg;gpl;l

,tUila ftpij njhFg;G 2006k; Mz;L

ntspte;jNghJ gutyhd ftdj;ijg;

ngw;wJ. Gyk;ngau;e;J miyAk; jkpou;fspd;

Mw;whikia ,wf;fpitg;gjw;F xU GJ

nkhop Njitg;gl;lJ. mJ thRNjtDf;F

,yFtpy; ifte;jJ. Gyk;gy; ,y;yhj nkhop.

xU Rikia ,wf;fKbahky; jtpf;Fk;

fdkhd nkhop. ,tUila njhFg;gpy; cs;s

mj;jid ftpijfSk; mbahoj;jpy; Xu;

,og;ig gw;wpNa NgRfpd;wd. Gyk;ngau;

tho;f;ifAk;> gpLq;fg;gl;l tho;f;ifAk;

gpd;dpg; gpd;dp ,izfpd;wd. ,aw;ifahf

vOe;j mfj;J}z;lypy; cw;gj;jpahd

,tUila ftpijfs; xU Gif%l;lk;Nghy

vOk;gp> %b gpd; jpiuia ,wf;FtJNghy

khwp khwp fhl;rpfis jpwe;JtpLfpd;wd.

,tUila 'Gspab Gspab”> ',Wjpg;
gjpy;'> 'njhiytpy;” Nghd;w ftpijfs;

fiyNeu;j;jp $bait. 'MjpapNy

jdpikapUe;jJ” vd;w ftpij gyUf;F

mjpu;r;rpia juf;$baJ. mJ gy;NtWgl;l

rpe;jidf; fpisfis Njhw;Wtpf;Fk; ftpij

gy;NtW jsq;fspy; Gupjiy juty;yJ.

jdpj;jPtpy; thOk; nuhgpd;]d; F&Nrh>

kuzj;jpypUe;j jhd; tpLtpj;j xUtDf;F

'nts;spf;fpoik” vd;W ehkk; R+l;b mtid

mbikahf itj;jpUf;fpwhd;. ,uz;L Ngu;

kl;LNk thOk; xU jPtpy; xUtd; Mz;lhd;>

kw;wtd; mbik. ,J nuhgpd;rd; F&Nrhitg;

gw;wpa ftpij my;y. cyfj;ijg; gw;wpaJ.

Gyk;ngau;e;j jkpou;fSf;F kl;Lk;

vOjg;gl;lit my;y ,tUila ftpijfs;.

cyfpd; ve;jnthU %iyapYk; nrhe;j

ehl;ilj; njhiyj;J miyAk; kdpju;fspd;

cs;kd vOr;rpfis njhiytpy; xypg;git.

,e;j njhFg;gpy; cs;s mj;jid

ftpijfisAk; nrhy;Yk; xU ftpijAk;

cz;L. 'NfhNlh tUk; tiuAk;.'

Mjutw;wtDf;F cs;s xNu ek;gpf;if

fhj;jpUg;gJ. 'ehd; cdf;fhff;

fhj;jpUf;fpNwd;. vd;idAk; mioj;Jg;Ngh

re;jpahNfh” vd;w tupfs; re;jpahNfhit

Nehf;fp Ngrg;gl;lit my;y.  Gyk;ngau;e;J

njhiye;J jLkhWk; mj;jid kdq;fspd;

XyKk; mq;Nf ntspg;gLfpwJ.

thRNjtdpd; ftpij njhFg;gpd;

Kf;fpakhd rpwg;G mjDila cyfshtpa

ghu;it. Gyk;ngau;e;J my;yYWk; kdj;Jf;F

xU jdpj;jd;ikahd ntspg;ghl;L nkhopia

fz;Lgpbj;jtu; vd;w Kiwapy; mtu;

Kf;fpakhdtuhfpwhu;. ,e;jf; ftpij

njhFg;ig ntspapl;ljd; %yk; ftpijf;F

,d;ndhU Kfk; nfhLj;j jpU f. thRNjtd;

mtu;fis nfsutpf;Fk; tifapy; mtUf;F

2007k; Mz;Lf;fhd Nguhrpupau;

M.tp.kapy;thfdk; ftpijg; gupir

toq;Ftjpy; jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk;

ngUikg;gLfpwJ.  

f. thRNjtd;
Poetry Award given in honour of 
Professor A.W. Mailvaganam
Recipient K. Vasudevan 

<
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y;ahz; vd;W

md;Gld;

miof;fg;gLk;

Kidtu;

fy;ahzRe;juk;

1949 Mk; Mz;L

jkpofj;jpy;

gpwe;jhu;. nrd;id yNahyh fy;Y}upapy;

Ntjpapay; gapd;w fy;ahz; mnkupf;fhtpd;

Nehl;u; lhk; (,z;bahdh)

gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy;> ,ay;Ntjpapay;

(Physical Chemistry) Ma;Tf;fhf Kidtu;

gl;lk; ngw;whu;. njhlu;e;J If;fpaf;

Fbaurpd; Nwhay; Muha;r;rpf; fofj;jpy;

KJ-Kidtuhfg; gzpahw;wpdhu;.  1976

njhlf;fk; Rtp]; Njrpa El;gf; fofj;jpy;

Ntjpapay; Jiwapy; Ma;T kw;Wk;

gapw;Wtpj;jypy; <Lgl;L tUfpwhu;. 

jkpo; kpd; E}yfk; vd;w jsj;ij fy;ahz;

tbtikj;jhu;> ,J jkpopy; jfty;

jsq;fspd; Kjy; ml;ltizg;gLj;jg;gl;l

jfty; mikg;ghFk;. nghJg;Gof;fj;jpw;fhf

ntspaplg;gl;l Kjy; jkpo; vOj;JUf;fSs;

xd;whd 'kapiy' fy;ahzhy;

tbtikf;fg;gl;lJ.  njhlu;e;J jkpo;-

Mq;fpyk; ,Unkhop jfty; gupkhw;wj;ijr;

rPuikf;f cUthf;fg;gl;l j];fp (Tamil Script
Code for Information Interchange ) FwpNaw;w

mikg;Gf; FOtpd; Jizj; jiytuhfg;

gzpahw;wpAs;shu;. j];fp tbtk; ,e;jpa

nkhopfspNyNa Kjy; Kiwahf

rPuikf;fg;gl;l jFju tbtkhFk;. 

1998 Mk; Mz;L nghq;fy; ehsd;W

fy;ahzRe;juk; rf-jd;dhu;tyu;fSld;

,ize;J kJiuj; jpl;lj;ijj; Jtf;fpdhu;.

cynfq;fpYk; gutpAs;s jkpo; Mu;tyu;fspd;

Kaw;rpAld; nrt;tpay; ,yf;fpaq;fis

kpd;tbthf;Fk; Kaw;rp kJiuj; jpl;lk;.

,d;W fpl;lj;jl;l Kd;D}Wf;Fk; Nkw;gl;l

nrt;tpay;> rkfhy ,yf;fpaq;fs;

,j;jpl;lj;jpd; topNa ,ytrkhff;

fpilf;fpd;wd. kJiuj; jpl;lj;jpd; Jtf;fk;

Kjy;> ,d;Wtiu Kidtu; fy;ahz; ,ij

Kd;dpd;W elj;jptUfpwhu;. 

jkpo;f; fzpikf;fhd juq;fis cUthf;Fk;

cyfj; jkpo;j; jfty; kd;wk; (cj;jkk;)

mikg;gpy; Muk;gfhyj;jpypUe;J ,d;Wtiu

njhlu;e;J jd;gq;fspg;igr; nra;JtUk;

fy;ahz; jw;nghOJ ,t;tikg;gpd; jiy-

tuhfg; gzpahw;Wfpwhu;. kNyrpah> jkpofk;>

mnkupf;fh> rpq;fg;G+u; ehLfspy; cj;jkk;

mikg;gpdhy; elj;jg;gl;l jkpo;j; jfty;

El;g khehLfspy; jiytuhfTk;> El;g

ty;YeuhfTk; njhlu;e;J Nrit nra;J

tUfpwhu;. 

jkpo;f; fzpik> jfty; El;gk;> jkpo;

,yf;fpa kpd;tbthf;fk; Nghd;w

gyJiwfspy; gjpide;J tUlq;fSf;F

Nkw;gl;l njhlu;r;rpahd Kjd;ikr;

Nritfis nfsutpf;Fk; Kfkhf Kidtu;

fy;ahzRe;juj;jpw;F 2007k; Mz;Lf;fhd

Re;ju uhkrhkp epidT jkpo;f; fzpik

tpUij toq;Ftjpy; fNdba jkpo;

,yf;fpaj; Njhl;lk; ngUikailfpwJ. 

Kidtu; fy;ahzRe;juk;

Information Technology in Tamil Award given in honour of
Sundara Ramaswamy
Recipient Dr.K.Kalyanasunderam

f


